[image: image1.png]CaritoL CONFIDENTIAL





Amid stalemate, LATFOR delays hearing

by Jimmy Vielkind

December 6, 2011

LATFOR is postponing a meeting that had been scheduled for today, citing its continued disagreement over how to count prisoners for purposes of redistricting.

The task force, dominated by the majority Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats, issued a notice on its website Thursday explaining the delay:

    The Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment (LATFOR) will reconvene in the coming weeks at a date, location and time to be announced to finalize prisoner reallocation pursuant to Part XX of Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2010.

A 2010 law, passed by Democrats, mandated that prisoners be counted at their last known addresses rather than in their jail cells, as has been the case. The old practice was derided as “prison gerrymandering” by civil rights groups, and the new law (Part XX) slipped into the 2010 budget resulted in the shift of tens of thousands of people from Upstate America to downstate neighborhoods. That, generally, bolsters areas that generally elect Democrats at the expense of more rural, Republican areas.

Senate Republicans went so far as to sue over the law, a case they lost Friday in court. An appeal may be pending. Assembly Democrats crunched the data in September.

Assemblyman Jack McEneny, D-Albany, said he hoped the ruling, by Supreme Court Justice Eugene Devine, would move things along. He said the hearing today was cancelled because “we didn’t think it would be prudent to bring people back, with the expenses, without an agreement.”

It’s unclear when the panel will next meet.
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